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Introduction

What is it?: A web-enabled resource for aggregating 
country level information on the business 
environment.

Objective: Develop a tool for MIS & Planning, 
Collaboration and Coordination and Results 
Management for BE professionals.

Audience: WBG management team, WBG country 
directors, IFC regional directors, task team 
leaders, project managers, and donor agencies



Rationale

• Improving the environment for doing business 
is a high priority in the development agenda

• Variety of analytical information targeting 
different aspects of business environment

• Need for prioritizing the development projects 
aimed at improving the business environment

• Need for coordinating the efforts of various 
stakeholders



Description

1. Snapshot of the Business Environment
– Presentation of available quantitative data

2. Private Sector Legislation
– Resource for current legislation (DB Law Library)

3. Analytical Work
– Collection of WBG analytical work on the Financial & Private 

Sector

4. WBG business environment portfolio
– Listing of private sector projects from across the WBG with 

gradual inclusion of other donors



Description: Snapshot (Ranks)

Global Ranks

Trends

Comparisons

Highlights



Description: Snapshot (DB/ES)

Doing 
Business and
Enterprise 
Surveys

Country Level 
and 
Comparisons



Description: Snapshot (Time-Series)
Country: INDIA

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

GDP growth (annual %) 7.65 7.39 4.48 5.99 7.13 3.99 5.28 3.63 8.28 8.53 8.53

Inflation, consumer prices (annual %)    10.22    8.98    7.16    13.23    4.67    4.01    3.68    4.39    3.81    3.77    4

Emerging Markets Total Returns Index 
(Source: Standard & Poors) 349.23 341.8 366.06 316.45 583.94 421.43 336.78 365.03 726.26 911.47 1236.22

Foreign Direct Investment, Net Inflows (%GDP) 0.60 0.63 0.87 0.64 0.49 0.78 1.15 1.11 0.76 0.77 ..

Gross Fixed Capital Formation, private sector 
(%GDP) 16.65 15.90 15.33 15.05 15.57 15.89 16.47 16.62 16.76 17.50 ..

Tax Revenue (% GDP) 9.36 9.41 9.14 8.26 8.87 9.02 8.23 8.78 9.24 10.23 ..

Exports of goods and services (% of GDP) 11.00 10.59 10.85 11.22 11.62 13.20 12.75 14.51 14.77 18.95 ..

Imports of goods and services (% of GDP) 12.2 11.77 12.11 12.91 13.56 14.12 13.63 15.51 16.06 20.99 ..

Business Entries
(Source:  ICSO: Monthly Abstract of Statistics) .. .. .. .. .. .. 20,958 24,057 29,897 40,134 ..

Private Credit to GDP .. .. .. .. 23.51 26.72 27.92 29.85 30.73 32.84 ..

Private Credit to Total Domestic Credit .. .. .. 51.48 52.60 54.41 53.20 55.74 55.82 61.76 ..

Interest rate spread   ..    ..    ..    ..    ..    ..    ..    ..    ..    ..  

Private sector employment (% total) 39.22 41.34 41.18 42.13 41.80 41.96 42.23 41.51 41.54 .. ..

FPD Indicators

Private Sector Development Indicators

Macro Indicators

Time-series 
data on:  

Macro environment
Financial Sector
Private Sector

Demonstrates 
country level 
change



Description: Legislation/AW/Projects

The remaining 3 sections, legislation, 
analytical work and project portfolio, are 
simply tabular listings

Legislation and analytical work are 
intended to provide background 
information for the country

The project portfolio will have a search 
capability across countries to enable 
learning, collaboration and coordination 
(future expansion across other donors)

Law 1 xxx xxx xxx xxx
Law 2 xxx xxx xxx xxx
Law 3 xxx xxx xxx xxx
Law 4 xxx xxx xxx xxx
Law 5 xxx xxx xxx xxx

DB Law Database

AW 1 xxx xxx xxx xxx
AW 2 xxx xxx xxx xxx
AW 3 xxx xxx xxx xxx
AW 4 xxx xxx xxx xxx
AW 5 xxx xxx xxx xxx

Analytical Work

Project 1 xxx xxx xxx xxx
Project 2 xxx xxx xxx xxx
Project 3 xxx xxx xxx xxx
Project 4 xxx xxx xxx xxx
Project 5 xxx xxx xxx xxx

Project Portfolio



Capabilities
MIS & Planning

Aggregating disparate information into a single user-friendly resource
By outlining strengths and weaknesses, as well as current/past efforts, project 
planning will benefit from more comprehensive information

Collaboration and Coordination
Understanding in country efforts, as well as similar project designs in other 
regions or institutions will create new synergies
Collaboration and coordination across donors enhanced when other donor 
information is incorporated

Learning
By searching for similar projects, lessons learned can be incorporated into the 
design
Experienced resources from past projects can provide advisory support during 
implementation

Results Management
Monitor whether efforts are positively impacting the selected indicators



Next Steps

• Internal Launch (50 countries)

• Collaborate with users on possible enhancements

• Expand to more countries

• Collaborate with donors on non-WBG project data

• External Launch


